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History of the Catawba River

The Catawba River was formed in the same time frame as the Appalachian Mountains
about 220 millions years ago during the early Mesozoic — Late Triassic period



Historical Inhabitants of the Catawba s,_"

* 12,000 years ago — Paleo Indians inhabited the

Americas migrating from northern Asia.

* 6,000 years ago — Paleo Indians migrated south
settling along the banks of the Catawba River

obtaining much of their sustenance from the river.

* 1540 — The Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto
marched his troops through the Piedmont while

heading west looking for gold making first contact

with Native Americans in the Catawba Valley.



Native American Tribes Along the Catawba River
Both the Catawba and Wateree Rivers were named for the Native Americans that first
settled along their banks.
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Historical Inhabitants of the Catawba

* 1660 — King Charles II of England established
the Carolinas under the rule of 8 Lord

Proprietors.

e 1700s — Numerous colonial settlements existed in
the Catawba River Valley. Most of the inhabitants
were of Scots-Irish and German descent. By 1760,
disease spread by these colonists reduced the

Native American population to less than 1,000

* 2020 — Population of the Catawba Valley
estimated at over 2,000,000, including 3,300

Catawba Indians.



John Lawson (December 28, 1700 to February 24, 1701)
Traveled 550 miles from Charleston, S.C. to Washington, N.C.

- I- l
a2 % N ygmes ] John igﬁmmnst%urﬂey
oy e, From Charleston to the
Pamlico River

NCDA

Cover of John Lawson’s Book — 1709




o e

L ¥4

Buffalo“grun Iika hog”

4 .{J.r__ =%
i<l Possum "won
all land ani

Animals
Documented
by John
Lawson 1n his
Journal



k -ﬂ'-- .l.--_ +

The Water Mill

Whitley Mill on Long Creek In Charlotte - 1820 to 1919



Fish trapping was one of the earliest commercial enterprises on the Catawba.




Cotton Along the Catawba




Catawba River &
Transportation
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Rozzelle’s Ferry on the Catawba River
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Battle at Rozzelle’s Ferry




Rozzelle’s Ferry Bridge - 1910




Great Catawba River Flde of 1916
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The Cotton Mill

After the Civil War, the
Catawba River Valley grew
tremendously as it developed its
textile manufacturing industry.

Most mill workers lived in
homes provided by the company
in close proximity to the mill in
what came to be called the Mill
Village.

Loray Mill & Mill Village, Gaston County, 1919



Where did it all begin?
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1. Lake James, Marion, N.C. — Completed in 1919

Named for James Buchanan (Buck) Duke, the founder of Duke Power




2. Lake Rhodhiss, Morganton, N.C. — Completed in 1925
Named for John Rhodes and George Hiss who partnered to built a cotton mill at the site







4. Lookout Shoals Lake, Statesville, N.C. — Completed in 1915

Named for the shallow water shoal where the dam was constructed







Construction




6. Mountain Island Lake, Mount Holly, N.C. — Completed in 1924

Named for the island in the middle of the river




7. Lake Wylie, Fort Mill, S.C. — Completed in 1904 & expanded in 1925
Named for Dr. Walker Gill Wylie who constructed the original dam







Fishing Creek Lake, Lancaster, S.C. —
Completed in 1916




GreaAtllFlIS Lake, Town of Great Falls, S.C. — Completed in 1907
Named for the Great Falls of the Catawba River where the lake is located




10. Cedar Creek Lake, Chester, S.C.— Completed in 1909




11. Lake Wateree, Lancaster, S.C. - 1919

Named for the Watereé Indians




The amount of water
drawn from the Catawba
River and its tributaries

everyday would fill
Panther Stadium 2.5 times.









Catawba-Wateree Hydro Stations

Hydro stations provide enough electricity to power 103,000 homes.

The lakes associated with these hydro stations provide critically needed
cooling water for nuclear plants and fossil fuel plants that fulfill the
remainder of our electric power needs.




Lake James at the headwaters of the Catawba
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